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ABSTRACT 

Areas considered urban voids have become a recurrent problem in large Brazilian cities. The discussion is 
associated with the growing loss of the public spaces performance and the necessity of understanding the 
impact of those voids on the quality of life and urban dynamics. Concerning urban life, the presence, 
coexistence and participation of people in public spaces is considered a basic element for society. The 
research, based on these premises, explores primarily the comprehension of space in its structure and 
materiality: it is a morphological approach, supported by the investigation of form, read through the 
relationships among its elements. It aims at investigating how physical/configuration aspects can be related 
to vitality loss in an urban area, dialoguing with the current literature. Space Syntax techniques are explored 
and faced with 27 functional variables, including counting movement (pedestrians and vehicles) and land 
use. The case study is the city of Goiânia (Brazil), and in particular the South Sector area, a residential 
neighborhood included in the plan for new capital of the State of Goiás, in 1933. Conceived under the garden 
cities movement influences, the area now has 24 out of 29 inner squares designed as places for convergence 
and access to services, which, in the meantime, result in large urban voids. Findings have highlighted the role 
of morphological aspects to warranty the "feeding" of spaces (in both global and local scale), as well as the 
necessity of displacement modes coincidence (nearby paths for vehicles and pedestrians promotes vitality). 
In addition, land use seems essential for the places dynamics, however the activities must be open directly to 
them. Doors and windows facing the squares and public areas are a fostering factor for the sense of security, 
which attracts people for crossing and staying. It is still essential to look for the qualification of the places 
with materials, equipment and strategies able to develop attractiveness. Obtained results have also provided 
some considerations for the future planning of these spaces: a) to prevent further closures of the accesses to 
the interior of the squares, b) to implant new equipment, furnishings and maintenance of existing ones, c) to 
increase the quality of spaces, d) to value the collection of paintings and graffiti on the site, e) to promote 
activities and uses diversity for the interior of the squares, and f) to encourage openings directed to internal 
squares, guaranteeing greater visual permeability. The research, despite focusing on the South Sector context, 
provides insights for a more comprehensive discussion about urbanity, vitality and urban voids. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Cities are complex structures that have been transformed over time. They are occupations constituted by 
countless elements and their relationships. If a simplification is possible, the city can be reduced in two main 
elements: the full ones, composed by the built items inserted in their macro and micro plots, and the voids, 
constituted by the free spaces. The first (buildings, lots or blocks) are the places almost always closed, 
controlled or restricted. The second largely comprises the public spaces (streets, squares, parks, etc.). 
Different from the fulls, everyone has access to the voids and, at least theoretically, they are free to receive 
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all kinds of manifestations: public spaces allow exchanges and learning through the coexistence among 
different social groups. 
The confluence of similarities and differences in public space allows us, at least, validating our own essence, 
in order to enable growth (Tenório, 2012). Sharing the same space with other people, even if doesn’t happen 
direct interaction, favors social learning. When this sharing occurs with people from different groups in 
relation to those we belong to, learning is even more significant, both for the individual and the society. 
Thus, concerning urban life, the presence, coexistence and participation of people in public spaces are 
considered a basic element. Even in contemporary cities, it seems to be a fragile understanding of this 
importance, or there is no real concern about the issue, despite the debate. It is not uncommon to find 
unsuitable spaces resulting in dead and lifeless places associated with underutilization. 

The comprehension of public spaces requires three essential concepts: urbanity, vitality and urban voids. 
The first relates to the characteristics and capacity of a space to receive people (Aguiar, 2012). The second 
consists in the circulation and permanence of people in public spaces (Holanda, 2002). The third, finally, is 
related to the absence of uses or activities in a space, and interconnects to the first two by opposition (Borde, 
2003). The urban voids can be considered areas of the city without function and without social content. They 
are a recent urban phenomenon, which is expressed in the contemporary city marked by the change’s effects 
in productive structures from the last decades of the twentieth century (Borde, 2003). What makes these 
urban empty spaces, therefore, are the formal, functional, symbolic and political aspects directly related to 
their urban condition, and the analyzes must be connected with the urbanization process understanding. 
Previously functional areas in the cities end up losing their importance, becoming obsolete structures, 
deprived of their original function and social content (Borde, 2003). 

As Villaça (2001) points out, most of the Brazilian metropolis suffer from the emptying of their centers, 
which happens due to the transfer of higher value-added uses, such as housing, to other parts of the city. This 
fact causes the abandonment of an infrastructure stock that becomes idle, causing relevant economic losses, 
while other areas, usually in the periphery, are deprived. The reintegration of those voids in the urban 
dynamic implies, at the same time, a social and economic question, that affects directly the quality of spaces. 

From the second half of the 1980s on, concerns related to the transformations in public spaces provoked the 
emergence of research and discussions, many of which were supported by the criticisms developed in the 
1960s because of the modern movement. From then on, some authors exposed theories about the success or 
failure of urban intervention proposals, based on the built space exploration. Jane Jacobs (2007) and Jan Gehl 
(2013), for instance, were responsible for important studies on vitality and public spaces. Both brought 
significant considerations through suggestions for planning spaces that ensure the urban life flourishing. 
Christopher Alexander (1965) and Nikos Salingaros (2005) also contributed to the systemic and relational 
understanding of the urban space. 

The research, based on this perspective, explores primarily the understanding of space in its structure and 
materiality, considering how they are produced and used. It is a morphological approach, supported by the 
urban form point of view, read through the relationships among its elements. The objective is to analyze 
urban physical space items and features that can contribute to flourish vitality. It is assumed this knowledge 
can contribute to a better qualified space planning, or to interfere in existing built spaces, promoting changes 
in their performance. 

2. THE SOUTH SECTOR’S CASE

As a case study, the city of Goiânia, in Goiás, was chosen, focusing on the South Sector district, due to its 
historical and formal peculiarity. The South Sector is a residential neighborhood featured by a series of voids 
established since its inauguration (Figure 1). Instead of being only forgotten lands or obsolete urban 
elements, these spaces are remains of an unconsolidated planning, where the lack of urbanity and defined 
uses led to the loss of vitality. With the influence of the "garden cities" model, these areas (29 inner squares) 
were designed as public spaces for community use, but never built, yet suffered a process of physical 
isolation that intensified the voids issue. Some of these spaces have being adapted, gaining new meaning, 
while others have not. After more than six decades since its foundation, the problem remains and keeps 
unsolved. 
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Figure 1 - Goiânia and the South Sector district. 

Through the Goiânia and South Sector urban development historical analysis, it is possible to understand 
aspects that explain the present-day performance. It seems the scenario is associated with configurational 
order transformations that changed the layout of the neighborhood during more them six decades and had an 
important role for the vitality of its inner squares. 

The changes started at the beginning of the projects (1933-1938), when Armando de Godoy, influenced by 
the garden-city model, promoted changes in the Attílio Correa Lima plan, replacing the South Sector regular 
layout by an organic one, permeated by public areas according to the definition of a hierarchical road system. 
The neighborhood design, however, experienced new changes shortly before its implantation, in 1950, 
promoted by the Coimbra Bueno company, including the reduction of the Southwest portion of the area. 

The problems coming from the implantation, the lack of instructions from the government for the correct 
occupation of the blocks and the difficulty of understanding the proposal by the residents caused the failure 
of the original voids role. Certainly, the most important turn was the inversion of the plots main entrance, 
from the inner squares to the road system. The product was the squares progressive isolation. 

In 1967, the process of eliminating the alleys, exclusive corridors for pedestrians, began. Nowadays there are 
only fragments of them, which are degraded and no longer promote the connection between spaces. In 1973, 
by means of the CURA Project, there was an attempt to rescue public areas by enhancing the infrastructure. 
Due to raising funds problems, the project had to be reduced to the construction of few equipments and urban 
furniture. In 2000, Cora Coralina Avenue was created, through the creation of a street between the "cul-de-
sacs" and green areas in order to define a connection with 85 Avenue. The purpose was generating a new 
way in order to promote the car traffic. This was not the only case of roadway openings inside the inner 
squares, but perhaps the most striking by the extension of the interferences in the layout. Finally, in the last 
years, the South Sector has undergone a gradual process of land use change, now presenting a diversity of 
uses specially along the main circulation ways, Cruzeiro Square and Civic Square. The traffic flow has also 
reached high peaks because of the urban growth. 

While in the 1947’s project 31 inner squares were displaced, only 29 were implanted and today 24 remains. 
So, in order to establish a timeline for the South Sector voids, some emblematic moments need to be 
considered: 1st) the project designed by Attílio Corrêa Lima and revised by Armando de Godoy in 1947; 2st) 
the implantation and consolidation of the neighborhood, from 1950 to 1975; 3st) the implementation of the 
CURA Project, aiming at rescuing the inner squares, in 1980; 4st) the configurational changes associated 
with the creation of Cora Coralina Avenue, in 2000; and 5st) the neighborhood in 2017 (assumed as the 
present day situation), experiencing urban sprawl effects and robust changes in land use (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2 – South Sector urban changes (dark zones are the internal squares). 

3. METHODOLOGY

In order to reach the results, the research (cf. Torres, 2017) was divided into four stages. The first part was 
devoted to the theoretical revision, based on the framework concepts identification. The literature review 
considered the analysis of the urban voids premises, public spaces, urbanity, vitality, urban configuration and 
Space Syntax, resulting in a synthesis of relevant aspects to guarantee vitality in cities. The second part 
sought the understanding of the studied area urbanization process, clarifying the respective occupation stages. 
The third consisted of the data collection phase, the definition of the variables of interest, regarding the 
literature mentioned in the introduction. The data was obtained through in loco visits, using databases (maps 
and aerial photographs) and online mapping (Google Maps®, Google Earth® and Bing Maps®). Also in this 
stage occurred the process of redesigning the historical maps of Goiânia and the South Sector in axial 
representations (axial maps, produced according to Space Syntax techniques), considering questions of 
cartography updating and data synchrony. The fourth part comprised the analysis of the collected data, 
focusing on the correlation among variables. For the processing of some information, the geoprocessing 
software Qgis®, structured in the association between numerical and cartographic information, was used. 
The resulting graphs were produced in Excel®, through tables and dynamic charts. 

The theories and/or approaches developed by Jacobs (2007), Gehl (2003), Alexander (1965) and Salingaros 
(2005) allowed the selection of a set of premises/conditions for the vitality of urban spaces. Some of these 
conditions, which apply to the case study, were used as variables for the local analysis (neighborhood 
level): a) the area of the squares, b) quality of public spaces (urban furniture/existing equipment), c) number 
of accesses to squares, d) land use, e) visual permeability and f) existence of public transport. 

In terms of the strategies that allow the studies of vitality based on the configurational analysis, the Theory 
of the Social Logic of Space (Space Syntax) was applied. Through a method and proper techniques, 
relations were established between two categories: 1) the function of space, product of their relations 
(syntactic scope) and 2) the meaning of space, relationship among groups and individuals (semantic scope). 
Thus, the relationship between space and society was investigated (Holanda, 2002; Barros, 2014). 

The theory works with a systemic perspective for the urban environment and, therefore, considers that the 
parts affect the whole and vice versa, revealing the existence of an interdependence between the elements of 
space. Local changes in configuration can lead to transformations in the system as a whole is a basic 
assumption. 

The relational study that Space Syntax advocates is based on concepts that explore the issues of movement 
and the modes of use and perception of space configuration. It is believed that, when traversing a path, the 
individual tends to seek the topologically shortest and most direct way, with fewer inflections, even if it is 
metrically longer, given the ability of humans to better understand space through their relations than by its 
geometric attributes (Medeiros, 2013). 

According to Barros (2014, p.68), the creation of the theory, supported by the systemic and structuralist 
thoughts (cf. Derridá, 1971; Foucault, 1971; Hillier et al., 1993; Lefebvre 1999; Capra 2003), derives from 
the concern with spatial theories which are extremely normative and little analytical. 
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Space Syntax contemplates a powerful method for studying urban space by 
allowing configuration-related factors to be mathematically measured and clearly 
visualized and, thus, to be correlated with an infinity of information involving 
urban studies (Medeiros, 2013, p. 119). 

Hillier (1999, p.01) states that the organization of urban space generates patterns of movement that influence 
choices such as land use, and thus create patterns of active centralities, that seek locations with better 
integration within the system. The author complements suggesting that well defined spatial factors play a key 
role in the formation and location of these centers, acting over their vitality and maintenance. 

Studies by Barros et al. (2009) demonstrate how the regular layout of the grid network has greater potential 
for movement and, therefore, greater accessibility when compared to irregular patterns. This is due to the 
greater offer of routes provided for any origin and destination pair. As mentioned, these aspects can 
contribute to the location of uses which depends on the flow of people, that is, more accessible areas. 

Rolnik (apud Medeiros, 2013, p. 126) states that "urban space becomes a commodity whose value is 
established by physical attributes; although aspects such as terrain topography and/or quality in construction 
are important, the accessibility in relation to major urban centers or valued areas is decisive". On the other 
hand, some configurational patterns can lead spaces to isolation, because of low accessibility. Global order 
transformations can interfere locally in parts of the city, as posed by Arrais (2015) in addressing the negative 
effects of creating new centralities for the old centers of some urban areas. 

Taking into account the previous discussion, for the case study, the variables used associated with Space 
Syntax and applied to neighborhood (local) and city (global) analysis were: g) connectivity, h) global 
integration, i) local integration, j) choice, k) NACH and l) NAIN. 

All variables above were correlated with the vitality of the studied spaces, corresponding to: m) counting of 
people/pedestrians and vehicles (weekdays and weekends). These data were obtained from a survey carried 
out in the South Sector by registering the flow in 235 observation places, according to the "Space Syntax 
Observation Manual" (Grajewski, 1992) (cf. Torres, 2017). 

4. ANALYSIS OF THE STUDY AREA

4.1. Analysis at internal squares level

For the analysis of the inner squares concerning vitality/counting data of people/pedestrians and vehicles, it is 
possible to perceive, according to a heat map, how the neighborhood configuration and the hierarchy of the 
road system are capable to concentrate flows in arterial streets and in places of convergence, such as the 
Civic and Cruzeiro squares (Figure 3). 

5

Proceedings of the 12th Space Syntax Symposium



Figure 3 - Heat map (vehicle counting: left, people/pedestrians: right). 

It can be seen that the squares with greater proximity to Civic Square (nº. 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10) have higher 
movement, both for vehicles and pedestrians. This can be explained by the greater diversity of uses 
concentrated in this region, in addition to the fact that they all have paved roadways for vehicles crossing the 
internal spaces of the squares. Included in this group are all those that were crossed by Cora Coralina 
Avenue. 

The squares vitality graph (Figure 4), with the overlap between both counting data (people and vehicles), is 
able to point out a certain synchrony between the movement flows, reinforcing the question about 
displacement modes segregation as a negative factor for the promotion of vitality, as posed by Jacobs (2007), 
Gehl (2013), Alexander (1965) and Salingaros (2005).  

Figure 4 – Graphic A: comparison performance for vehicle and pedestrians. 

When the vitality of the spaces is faced with the other variables (Figure 5 and Figure 6), many associations 
emerge. In these graphs, the order of the squares always obeys the percentage of the variable studied (gray 
line), from the highest to the lowest value (left to right). This makes it possible to verify changes in vitality 
data (vehicle and pedestrian counts), by means of orange and yellow lines for vehicles, and blue for 
pedestrians. Still for vitality data, there is also a trend line, which makes it possible to perceive the strength of 
each variable in the vitality of the spaces. When the trend line of vitality follows the line of the studied 
variable is because the variable has great influence in the vitality of the space. 
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Figure 5 – Graphics B, C, D, E, F and G 
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Figure 6 – Graphics H, I, J, K, L and M 
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Regarding the areas of the squares, it is possible to notice how there was a reduction in the measure over 
the years, which is attributed to changes such as occupation of certain spaces, opening of streets and 
elimination of lanes. The graphs, with the correlation between area and vitality (Figure 5, Graphs B and C), 
point to squares with greater area presenting higher number in the counting, because these have the greatest 
number of accesses to the external ways and also those that have roads for vehicles inside them. 

The correlation between vitality and the amount of equipment and urban furniture (quality of public space) 
showed little or no interference in vitality (Figure 5, Graphs D and E). Is believed that the performance is due 
to the low diversity and quality found in these equipment, poor paving pattern and the intrinsic abandonment 
aspect to many of these spaces. It is worth noting the untapped potential of urban art murals located inside 
the squares (Torres, 2017). 

In what concerns the number of accesses to the squares, which contributes to a greater connectivity of these 
spaces, the variable has shown to influence both countings (people and vehicles) (Figure 5, Graphs F and G). 
Squares 04 and 26, which deviate from the rule, present other aspects such as the dimensioning of roads, 
unpaved roads and low visual permeability as a negative factor for vitality. 

The survey for land use pointed to a significant increase in diversity for the neighborhood, originally 
residential. Only 41% of the total area of the lots correspond to the residential use. Diversity is one of the 
important conditions for vitality, as pointed out by the authors explored in this research. Although the 
correlation shows some synchrony between vitality and diversity, the trend curve is not very upward, for both 
vehicles and people (Figure 6, Graphs H and I). In many cases, the land use diversity is directed to the 
external roads and not to the interior of the squares, which has no effect on these spaces. 

The correlation with the data collected for visual permeability (low, medium and high) with the counting 
numbers (Figure 6, Graphs J and K) showed a significant interdependence. Squares with circulation paths for 
vehicles in their interior correlate with squares with greater visual permeability. 

It was verified that the existence of public transport does not influence the question of vitality inside the 
squares. Apparently, the flow of people using the shuttle service focuses on the main thoroughfares, where 
are the main bus corridors. 

Regarding the variables associated with Space Syntax, the correlation between the counting and connectivity 
data demonstrated how the role of spatial joints is relevant for the promotion of urban vitality (Figure 6, 
Graphs L and M). The trend curve points to the growth of vitality as the increase in the connectivity of the 
squares, which is related to the other variable already mentioned, the number of accesses to the squares. In 
terms of local and global integration, both variables correspond to the counting values, which indicates that 
the more integrated these spaces, the greater the number of people and vehicles circulating in these places, 
however, locally, the spaces are more integrated than in a global scope. 

4.2. Analysis at the neighborhood and city level 

The global analysis was visual (qualitative) and based in Goiânia present day axial and segment maps (2017: 
5th moment), with the indication of the South Sector for both neighborhood (local) and city level (global) 
(Figure 7, Figure 8 and Figure 9). 
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Figure 7 – Maps 01 (connectivity) and 02 (global integration) 

For the analysis at the neighborhood and city level for the variable of connectivity, it's possible to perceive 
how regular parts of the urban structure concentrate the areas with the highest values for the variable (Figure 
7 – Map 01). The South Sector, due to the organicity of the layout, presents low values, except for its arterial 
path (dark blue lines predominate). 

The global integration variable for Goiânia points to a significant correspondence between the main urban 
centralities (Central Sector, Campinas Sector, etc.) and the city's integration core, concentration the most 
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integrated and accessible network of the system (Figure 7 – Map 02). On the other hand, it can be seen that 
the South Sector is partially isolated (green, in an area with predominance of red), surrounded by globally 
more integrated areas. 

Figure 8 – Maps 03 (local integration) and 04 (choice) 

The local integration variable revealed low values for the neighborhood grid in general (Figure 8 – Map 03). 
The organic layout and the large number of unqualified public spaces in the South Sector are understood as 
responsible for the lack of articulation of this and its bordering areas. 
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Regarding the choice values for the city of Goiânia, there is a great correspondence between the potential for 
movement and the real situation of some high-value roads, such as avenues Goiás, Independencia, Assis 
Chateaubriand and Anhanguera. The last one is the street with the highest value for the whole system, which 
runs Northwest from the central area (Figure 8 – Map 04). 

Figure 9 – Maps 05 (NACH) and 06 (NAIN) 

Since the measure of choice is subject to system size, the NACH variable has been used to allow the 
normalization and the comparison. Figure 9 (Map 05) presents the Goiânia segment map for the 5th moment. 
The image allows the visualization of the hierarchically most important routes of the system that, somehow, 
coincide with those of higher value of choice. It is noticed that the South Sector is outside this group, with 
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medium and low values (background). Just Northward there is the intersection of highways with higher 
values, in the inner area of the neighborhood. 

The map for the normalization of integration, NAIN, referring to the 5th moment of Goiânia, Figure 9 (Map 
06), highlights in red the more integrated segments of the system structure (foreground). The variable 
corresponds to the integration values normalization, also allowing the comparison between different sizes 
systems. The red stain runs horizontally through the core of the system with derivations to the Northwest and 
South. Again, the South Sector, despite the central positioning, is outside this integration nucleus, however 
routes such as avenues Doctor Olinto Manso Pereira, 83, 85 and 86 cross the neighborhood to the North and 
East, following in the South direction of the system. 

5. Conclusions

The analyzed inner squares of the South Sector in Goiânia present a duality: although accessible and public, 
they are devoid of a series of physical and morphological characteristics which could promote vitality. As 
presented in the introduction, the research intended to investigate, through literature review, conditions that 
contribute to the flourishing of urban life. Taking these into account, the observation of a real space including 
counting procedures helped to achieve more refined results.  

In order to consolidate the obtained findings, and as a conclusion, the graph expressed in Figure 10 was 
produced. It contains all the variables, organized by means of a "stacking" strategy, which consists of the 
sum of the variables line by line (accumulation of the data). It can be noticed that the squares with the highest 
counting value show a greater accumulation of values, as in Square 06, with more than 800%. The graph 
points, on the other hand, the Square 13 as the one with the lowest accumulated values, thus corresponding to 
the space in which the physical characteristics less contribute to the vitality, such as low visual permeability, 
lack of paving, furniture and access to the interior of the square. It also has a bad placement in the analyzed 
Space Syntax variables. 

Figure 10 – Graphic N – variables correlation. 

The five squares with the highest number of people and vehicles also have a good ranking in the group of 
syntax variables, especially those of connectivity and local integration. It is worth remembering that the 
ranking consists of 24 positions of squares still existing, since some were entirely eliminated by occupations 
such as Squares 02, 19, 20, 25 and 29, not considered in the analyzes. The findings indicate a real correlation 
between the potential pointed by Space Syntax and the presence and circulation of people and vehicles in the 
spaces, highlighting the configuration important role for the vitality. 

The findings allow us to affirm that the South Sector reproduces scenarios of fragmentation and discontinuity 
in the urban layout, being little integrated to the rest of the urban network, despite part of the core designed 
for the capital and located in a central position in the urban system. If we look at the integration core revealed 
by the global integration map (Figure 7 – Map 02), it is possible to see that all the central zoned planned for 
Goiânia, designed by Attílio Correa Lima, is part of the present day integration core, except the South Sector. 
In the midst of the proposed changes, Godoy wanted it in this way, more isolated, providing greater 
tranquility to a residential sector. However, with the process of urban growth far beyond the boundaries of 
the neighborhood, the South Sector became isolated.  

From the previous discussion, and taking into account a perspective of urban planning and urban design, it is 
not believed that the opening of roads, which already happens in almost all squares, is the solution to the 
problem of abandonment. On the other hand, investments in only one variable cannot solve the problem of 

13

Proceedings of the 12th Space Syntax Symposium



vitality. If the objective is to give real use to the spaces and to free them from abandonment, one should 
expand the discussion on a case-by-case basis and take into account all aspects analyzed and others that may 
not have been explored in the research. 

From the reading conducted on the performance of the internal squares of the South Sector, some 
considerations seem relevant to be taken into account in a future planning of these spaces and contribute to 
answer the research question how physical/configuration aspects can be related to loss of vitality in an urban 
area, dialoguing with the current literature: 

I. Avoiding new accesses closures to the interior of the squares - We have seen that the variable that
corresponds to the number of accesses had great influence on the movement of vehicles and mainly of 
people. The occupation of the remaining accesses should be avoided, considering the impossibility of 
reversing this later. 

II. Deploy new equipment, furnishings and maintenance to existing ones – It was understood that the low
correlation between the amount of square’s equipment and counting was result of the poor maintenance 
conditions. It is important to support the space with attractive equipment for all ages , besides providing 
adequate furniture for the qualification of them. 

III. Increasing the quality of spaces - Part of these spaces has an "abandoned place" character, with high
bushes, little or no lighting, low visual permeability, lack of adequate pavement and other characteristics that 
contribute to low vitality. It is important, in order to have greater circulation of people and use of spaces, to 
promote urbanity through adequate paving, landscaping, lighting, signage and accessibility. 

IV. Valuing the collection of paintings and graffiti on the site - One of the great treasures of the South
Sector are the works left by artists on the walls of the neighborhood. More than 33 points were identified 
with graffiti. It is important to value these elements and use them as an attraction. 

V. Bring activities and diversity of uses to the interior of the squares - Although it is an important
condition to guarantee the vitality of spaces, it was verified that the diversity of uses did not present as much 
influence as expected. This is due to the diversity found happening in the opposite direction to the squares, 
facing the streets. It would be important to guarantee a certain diversity in the interior of the internal squares, 
as well as social activities, in order to give use to these spaces besides making them more attractive. 

VI. Encourage openings directed to internal squares guaranteeing greater visual permeability - It
would be important, together with the suggestion of the diversity of uses inside the squares, to encourage 
openings and access of buildings located in the square’s limits, increasing the visual permeability and 
consequently the safety of these places. Perhaps with this improvement, the owners would feel more 
encouraged to promote changes in the buildings to ensure greater visual permeability. 

The research, while focusing on the context of the South Sector, provides insights for a more comprehensive 
discussion about urbanity, vitality and urban voids. From what has been researched, configuration issues are 
relevant to ensure the "feeding" of spaces (in the global scale, for the urban system, and local, for a 
neighborhood or region), as well as considering the coincidence of modes of displacement. A basic premise 
is that there are no separate paths for vehicles and pedestrians. In addition, the use seems essential for the 
dynamics of the places, however the activities must be open directly to public area. Doors and windows 
facing the analyzed spaces are a factor that promotes the sense of security, which attracts people for crossing 
and staying. Considering these characteristics, it is still essential the qualification of the place with materials, 
equipment and strategies that invigorate and make it attractive. 

The above issues, while finding support in the literature, are often disregarded in the urban design and 
planning process. Jacobs (2007), Gehl (2010), Alexander (1965) and Salingaros (2005) construct a bridge 
that associates urban vitality directly with morphological aspects that, it is understood, should be better 
adopted in practices of requalification of places, including those historically constituted within spatial logics 
similar to the South Sector. 
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